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Dear Colleagues in the Ministry of Jesus Christ,
The Global Day of Prayer is Coming to the First Coast -

An unprecedented opening for transformative worship, prayer, intercession and action is q‘ '

coming to the First Coast, and all of us in the North East District can participate. Birthed by DAY k_,l: RAYER
God in the churches of South Africa at the dawn of the 21 century, The Global Day of Prayer :

swept across the African continent and now across the world in quick order. Every so often

God creates an opening for the catholic Church to lay aside her differences and come together

In unity. This is such a time. Pastor Gee Sprague and several committed lay leaders of
Crossroad UMC are prime movers in bringing The Global Day of Prayer to the First Coast.

A quick overview: Prayer: 10 Days of Repentance & Prayer
May 13 — May 22
The Upper Room days between the Ascension and Pentecost

Worship: The Global Day of Prayer
Sunday, May 23" from 2:00 to 4:30 pm
Pentecost Sunday
at
Metropolitan Park in Jacksonville
Worship and Intercession arranged in seven movements of about 20 minutes each

Service: 90 Days of Blessing
May 24 — August 21
We respond to the promptings of the Spirit

Detailed information and easy to use resources are available via the website: www.fcgdop.org . Email fcgdop@gmail.com
or you can contact Gee or me. | am very excited about the God-possibilities of this movement. Join with Crossroad UMC
and me in participating in The Global Day of Prayer!

Clergy & Pastor Team Gathering Set for May 20 ™ at Crossroad UMC  *
9:00 a.m. Gathering and refreshments
10:00 a.m. Worship and prayer
11:00 a.m. Meeting for Church, District and Conference Concerns

We will celebrate the lives and ministries of those colleagues who are retiring from active ministry and who are moving to
New mission fields and pastoral assignments. We will be in prayer for them and we will bless them as we worship. We will
also begin to pray and prepare our welcoming for those coming into the North East District mission field.

We gather like this three times a year and my expectation is that all clergy under appointment will attend one of the offered
meetings. Make arrangements to be present. However, please contact me directly if there is a reason that precludes your
attendance. All pastors and clergy in the district retired or not under appointment are always welcome to participate in our
gatherings!

My commitment to you: that first and foremost we will worship and pray for one another, that we will have ample time to
fellowship, and that the meeting time will be limited during which we will share what cannot be shared by other means.

I will do my best to honor the Lord’s and your valuable presence and time and our gatherings will be worth your attendance
since | expect you to be there! | want to know if | ever fail to fulfill this commitment to you.

He is Raised! With Easter Joy,

Tim Smiley, District Superintendent
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Native American Sunday Offering April 18

Native American Ministries Sunday recognizes and supports the contributions of Native Americans to the church and
society. The observance, approved by the 1988 General Conference, is one of six special churchwide Sunday offerings

The funds collected will allow The United Methodist Church to partner with existing native ministries and create
programs on behalf of Native Americans. Money collected also supports seminary scholarships for United Methodist
Native Americans

Call 888-346-3862 today to order envelopes and other resources so your congregation can participate in this
churchwide offering. They will be sent at no cost to your church! Find more at www.umcgiving.org/specialsundays

5" Annual Native American Gathering
May 14-16, 2010 at Life Enrichment Center

On May 14-16, the Committee on Native American Ministries (CONAM) is
hosting its fifth annual Native American Gathering at the Life Enrichment
Center in Fruitland Park, FL. The gathering is a blessing of Native style
worship, music, teaching, workshops, and fellowship with other Native
Americans. This year’'s guest speaker is Richard Twiss author of “One Church
Many Tribes — Following Jesus The Way God Made You.” He is co-founder
and President of Wiconi International (www.wiconi.com)

For more information, call Vickie Swartz at 941-954-0664.




2010 National Workshop on Christian Unity
April 19-22, 2010 for Ecumenical Training at the Ta mpa Hyatt Regency
All are welcome to three days of prayer, lectures, seminars and network-building

Witnesses to the World! is the theme, building on the risen Christ's charge to the
apostles that they are "witnesses to these things." (Luke 24.48). The three days are
open to all who are ecumenically minded. Heading the program are Episcopal
Church Presiding Bishop Katharine Jefferts Schori as preacher at the opening prayer
service, Catholic Archbishop Wilton Gregory as keynoter, and Rev. Dr. Bruce Chilton
as bible study leader.

Chilton will explore the development of the Eucharist in the New Testament as the
gathering point of the church's unity. Wednesday of the event is devoted to
strategizing about local and regional ecumenism. The General Commission on
Christian Unity and Interreligious Concerns is an official sponsor of the event. Rev.
Betty Gamble, GCCUIC Associate General Secretary, coordinates a new, United
Methodist ecumenical network (UMEIT; see below). The Workshop is the only
ecumenical training event officially recognized by the church bodies involved in the
ecumenical movement. United Methodists have historically played a major role in the
NWCU. For information and to register, go to www.nwcu.org

United Methodist Ecumenical and Interreligious Training (UMEIT-pronounced "You Might") is a network of United
Methodists comprised of Conference Committee on Christian Unity and Interreligious Concerns members and chairs, but
open to anyone who has an interest in ecumenism and/or interreligious concerns.

COMMUNITY ARISE
BASIC DISASTER MINISTRY TRAINING

Saturday, May 8th, 2010
10:00 - 4:00

Memorial UMC — Fernandina Beach
601 Centre Street
Fernandina Beach, FL 32034

Sponsored by the Disaster Recovery Ministry of the
Florida Conference of The United Methodist Church

This training provides an introduction to the unique and important role the faith community plays in disaster mitigation,
preparation and response. You and your church will hear practical ideas on how to effectively respond to disaster in
your community in cooperation with other churches, emergency management officials and the Disaster Recovery
Ministry of the conference. You will understand the importance of communication and collaboration in meeting the
needs of disaster survivors and the importance of being the church in the midst of crisis.

There is no cost for this training; however, registration is required for planning purposes. Lunch is provided.

For more information call Disaster Recovery (800) 282-8011 Ext. 149.

% & $




Warren Willis Summer Camp tweaks schedule: offersa  dditi onal week

Do in part to the public school calendars in Florida this year, a minor shift in the summer camping schedule at
Warren Willis Camp was needed. Thus, the first week of camp will now begin on June 14, and the last week of
camp will begin August 9. That means an additional week of summer camp is being offered this summer. Week
10, August 9 to 14, is now open and available for registration.

All weeks of camp begin on a Monday and end on Saturday morning. If you have already registered for weeks
2 through 9 of summer camp you WILL NOT be affected by this change; no further action is needed on your
part.

The list of camp weeks is now:
Week 2: June 14-19

Week 3: June 21- 26

Week 4: June 28- July 3
Week 5: July 5-10

Week 6: July 12- 17

Week 7: July 19- 24

Week 8: July 26- July 31
Week 9: August 2-7

Week 10: August 9-14

To register for summer camp, or for more information, visit http://www.warrenwilliscamp.org

LAY SERVANT MINISTRIES CLASSES

Friday, May 21, 6:30-9:00 p.m. &
Saturday, May 22 8:30a.m.-4:00 p.m.
First UMC, 3925 Main Street, Middleburg FL

The Basic Course qualifies the participant as a Local Church Lay Servant.

Participants are invited to consider the importance of exercising servant leadership, developing future
leaders, remaining rooted in consistent spiritual practices, and being part of a group that holds
members accountable in discipleship.

The Advanced Courses “Grow Spiritually Through Daily Discipline”
You are guided in discerning God’s direction for your lives, practicing daily disciples, and reaching out
in love.

“Discover Spiritual Gifts”
This course focuses on acquiring a better understanding of the church and its ministry needs; doing
the work of Christ in the church and in the world; and being more fully equipped to lead others in
exploring and using their spiritual gifts.

Fees of $30 includes textbook, snacks and lunch on Saturday.
For further information please contact Gwen Dube’ at (904)751-4912 or email ggdube@comcast.net.



By Hollie Tapley, District UMVIM Coordinator

Slow Down . . .. sit back and relax . . . . now that | have your attention, here is the latest on the Haiti situation.
Conversations with UMCOR and the General Board of Global Ministries have led to a formalized funded proposal
for coordination of UMVIM teams to Haiti. The plan includes a US based calendaring office along with staffing in
Haiti to assist in the site planning and hosting of teams. Three positions are expected to be filled by March 19™.
Pending approval of this proposal, UMVIM estimates some volunteers may be on the ground in Haiti by April 1.
All UMVIM teams will be expected to work on prioritized projects as set by the EMH and are to be coordinated
through the US-Haiti Coordinator with advisement to Annual Conference UMVIM coordinators.

Teams serving in Haiti need to meet the following criteria:
- No more that 8-12 members/team
Team leader has prior experience in Haiti
Team leader has UMVIM team leader training
Necessary immunizations are up to date
Early Response Training is not necessary but would be helpful

Work will include, but is not limited to: skills/supplies for Vacation Bible School/education, medical and
construction/deconstruction components.
Anyone interested in being on a team or sending a team, please contact Hollie at hollie@mumconline.com

Keep watching for more information!!!

Hollie

Memorial UMC
904-261-5769
hollie@mumconline.com

KEEPING INFORMATION CURRENT

One of the features of the conference website (www.flumc2.org) is the “Church Locater” located on
the left side of the website. Occasionally, persons new to the area will call the District Office looking
for a neighborhood church. We also receive calls regarding times of worship for specific churches.
In situations like these we refer the caller to the “Church Locater”. Using this option a person can
obtain the name of the pastor, church location, contact information and times of worship for a
specific church. It is the responsibility of the church to keep this information up to date. If you have
changed/added worship times, changed the church email or website address, or had other changes
in information, be sure that the conference website has been updated so visitors to the site have up
to date information. Changes can be made through the “Church Log In". If you haven't checked
your church’s information in a while, take time to use the Church Locater to find out what visitors are
learning about your church. You may find that corrections are needed or you would like to add
information. If you need assistance in updating the information, please contact Kathy or Faye in the
District Office at 904-396-3026




Tuesday, May 18" at 6:30 p.m. in Starke
Location TBA

Thursday, May 20" at 9 a.m.-12 p.m.
CrossRoad UMC
10005 Gate Parkway N
Jacksonville, FL 32246
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Advocacy at Children's Week: Show Up 2 Speak Out!
April 11-13, 2010 at Trinity UMC, Tallahassee

Employment Opportunity

Director of Youth Ministry - For a small middle & high school group. Weekly UMYF meetings,
special events and outings throughout the year. Immediate opening, approximately 10 hours per
week/$10 per hr. Send resume to Christ United Methodist Church, 400 Penman Rd., Neptune
Beach, FL 32266 or by email at christumcnb@bellsouth.net. Background check required.

Organist/Pianist Part _-time position _ at established Beaches Church. Necessary skills include
organ and piano, sight-reading, solo performances. Will accompany Choir and congregational
singing, which include traditional and contemporary music. Hours include Wednesday evening
rehearsals and Sunday morning services. Salary: $5200.00 annually. Complete job description
is available by contacting Christ United Methodist Church, 400 Penman Road, Neptune Beach,
32266. Phone: 904-249-5370. Resumes welcomed. Email: christumcnb@bellsouth.net




April 2010

May 2010

18
20

22
24
27
31

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
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Good Friday -- District and Conference Offices C  losed

Florida Advocacy Days at Children’s Week in Tallahassee

PAUMCS 28" Annual Conference in Orlando, FL

District Haiti Response Meeting, Murray Hill UMC at 10::30 a.m.

Native American Special Sunday Offering

Five Day Spiritual Academy at the Life Enrichment Center in Leesburg, FL

A Fresh Start for Safety — Living into a new Child Youth Protection Policy
Course, 9 a.m.-12 noon at Zellwood UMC

Annual SEJ UMVIM/UMCOR Disaster Response Academy,
Warren W. Willis Camp, 4990 Picciola Rd, Fruitland Park

District Leadership Council Meeting, Orange Park UMC at 7 p.m.
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Announcement Sunday

Community Disaster Arise, Basic Disaster Ministry Training at
Memorial UMC, Fernandina Bch, FL 10am-4pm

dCOM Meeting, 9 a.m. District Office

Clergy Team Evening Meeting, 6:30 p.m. in Starke

Clergy Team Meeting, CrossRoad UMC 9 a.m.-12p.m.

Lay Servant Ministries Training, First UMC in Middleburg, 6:30-9 p.m.

Lay Servant Ministries Training, First UMC, Middleburg at 8:30a.m.--4p.m.
District Leadership Council Meeting, Orange Park UMC at 7 p.m.

District Pre-conference Orientation, Orange Park UMC at 6:30 p.m.

Memorial Day — Conference and District Offices  Closed

June 2010
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10-12 Annual Conference, Lakeland Center, Lakeland, FL

24
28
29

New Church Development Committee Meeting, District Office at 10 a.m.
District Leadership Council Meeting, Orange Park UMC at 7 p.m.
Moving Day

July 2010
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Independence Day — Conference and District Offic  es Closed

Don’t forget to Report!

If you are not receiving your
reporting link via email please
contact the district office at
904-396-3026 or for further

assistance go to:
Www.congregationaltransformation.com

Please be reminded to go to
www.flumc.org for your workers
compensation, property and
casualty, health insurance and
pension invoices.

The Florida Conference
Communications Dept. , in
conjunction with Disaster Recovery
Ministry, provides "Disaster
Updates" Just go to the website at
www.flumc.org or click on the icon
above.

Eradicating Extreme Poverty
June 10-12, 2010
Lakeland Center, Lakeland, FL

For more information click on the
link above or go to the conference
website at www.flumc.org

1415 LaSalle Street
Jacksonville, FL 32209
Phone: (904)396-3026

Fax: (904)396-6294



